
Behind the Lines
by Walter Crawford
When the final buzzer
rang         everyone
cheered over the Tor-
nado victory. Although much
credit went to the players, the
win was also due to the many
valuable assistants as well. The
people held the title of manag-
ers, trainers and stat keepers.
Without the long hours and
hard work of the managers,
many sporting events could not
have taken place. Managers had
to do various menial tasks, such
as fixing equipment and chang-
ing game balls. Rhonda Smith
stated, "A manager helps out the
coach with whatever he or she
needs help with. If you happen to
be a cross-country manager like I
am, you mostly cheer the team
on the meets. You get them fired
up to run and win!"
The trainers concentrated
mainly on injuries. Not only did
they try to prevent injuries, but
they also had to care for injuries
already received. This required a
knowledge of sports medicine,
which most of the trainers
obtained.
The stat keepers also had an
important task. The football stat
keepers recorded each play, the
yardage of each play, and the
player that caused the action.
Stat keeping also had its advan-
tages. Senior Pam Demps stated,
"When you are a stat girl, the
coaches recommend you for col-
leges just as they do the players.
You also know all the players
fairly well.
Even though they did not re-
ceive as much credit as they
should have, managers, trainers
and stat keepers enjoyed what
they did and did it well. The de-
voted time and effort by these
people proved itself a big factor
in Tornado victories. ?
The football stat girls must watch the
game very closely at all times. Pam
Demps and Laura Fields record each
play, the yardage of each play, and the
player that caused the action.
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